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The Pinal County Flood Control District has developed this ALERT Data Access Viewer in order to provide the public with 
information about the weather station system and its current data. 
 
When you click on the name or the screenshot of the Viewer, the initial screen is a short Disclaimer.  Please take the 
time to read the Disclaimer before clicking "I Agree". 
 

 
 

Welcome to the ALERT Viewer!   
 
To begin, on the right side of the screen, a "Show Menu" button  is displayed 
 
When clicked, an interactive menu will appear as pictured below.  
 

 
  
  
 
 
 
 The menu can be hidden again by clicking Hide Menu  
 as found here  
 
 
The menu contains four components:   
 
Table of Contents 
Find a Sensor 
Contact Us 
Help 
 
 
This document will now take the user through each Component 
of the menu as well as provide instructions for other features 
included in the ALERT Viewer. 

 



The Table of Contents Component 
 
This component allows the user to view data in the Viewer window as needed.  Precipitation, stage (water level in a 
wash with respect to a chosen reference height), and GIS data layers can be turned on/off by the user.  It is 
recommended that the user click boxes and tabs around the Table of Contents to become familiar with how the site 
works and to better customize the Viewer window to meet whatever needs he/she might have.   
 
 

 
 Display of precipitation and stage data 
 can be manipulated here 
 
 
 The default display upon loading is 
 precipitation within the last 24-hours.   
 
 
 If the user desires to see other 
 precipitation data he/she can click on any 
 of the other tabs seen.  The same is 
 applied for stage data.   
 
 
 A symbol key is shown here for  both 
 precipitation and stage symbols 
 (whichever is currently displayed) 
 
 
 Layers can be turned on/off here 
 
 
The layers that open by default are ALERT 
Stations, Pinal County Boundary, Incorporated 
City Boundaries within Pinal County, and the 
USGS HUC8 Watersheds.  
 
 
Please note that some layers are only visible when 
zoomed in.  Sometimes layers can only be 
selected or deselected when zoomed out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 To go to another Component, click on 
 one of the tabs here 

  



The Find a Sensor Component 
 

This component allows the user to search for sensors 
by ALERT ID or name.  
 
Click the Search by Sensor Name or ID box to type in  
search criteria.  The user can enter full or partial IDs 
or names - the search is not case sensitive. 
 
 
 
For example, if the user knows the name of the 
sensor as Florence he/she can enter “Flor” or 
“Florence” in the box then click Search.  The results 
will return a number of sensors as shown in this 
example. 
 
 

 
  
 
 
The user can select a specific sensor, which will automatically zoom 
the Viewer window into the station of interest.  



 

The Contact Us Component 
 

 
 
This allows users the option to send an email to Pinal County Flood Control or be redirected to an online comment form. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Help Component 
 

 
 
By clicking the Site Instructions link the user is provided with this instruction manual. 
  



Other Features 
 
Viewer Window Graphics 
 
On the Viewer window are graphics (or icons) for each of the ALERT data stations - Weather (W), Stage (S), 
and Precipitation (P) near Pinal County.  The graphics vary in color depending on the data selected but are 
consistent in shape with raindrops for precipitation or circles for stage. 
 
The user can click on any of the station graphics to view more data from the station.  When a station graphic is selected 
a Heads-Up display appears in the upper left corner of the Viewer window as shown below.  From the Heads-Up display 
the user can view more information from the station.   
 

 
 The station name links to a site with 
 the station's location, date of 
 installation, sensor type, etc. 
 
  
 The user can select a 
 duration/period for precipitation or 
 stage/discharge data he/she 
 would like to view just below 
 
  
 The arrow only shows when the 
 Most-Recent data is selected.  The 
 up  arrow indicates a rise in stage 
 while a down arrow indicates a 
 falling stage. 

 
 
 
 
 
The user can click here to view a breakdown of the 
statistical significance of recent rainfall (over the past 7 
days) as shown here 
 
 
Last report gives the user the last reading of the sensor 
and when it was read 
 
 
The Sensor List provides the user with a tabular listing of all of the sensors at that station.   

 
 
 A list of the last 10 readings from each sensor is available to the 
 user in graph and tabular form 
  
 
 

. 

  



Switch Basemap 
 
In the upper right corner of the Viewer window is a Switch 
Basemap option as seen here  
 
 
The default basemap is a Topographic map.  If the user would like 
to change the map in the Viewer window he/she is provided with a 
number of other map options.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Radar Animation Controls 
 

 
 In the top-middle of the Viewer window is a Radar Animation 
 Controls option as seen here (note that radar animation 
 controls are not available on mobile devices) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The user is allowed to view the Radar in the 
Viewer window over the past 180 minutes (3 
hours) by 15 minute intervals.  Radar Opacity 
(transparency) and Animation Intervals can be 
changed to meet the user's needs. Note that 
radar images may not display until all are 
loaded. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


